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WED - SEPT 16, 2026 - 12 PM EDT

Case Study #1: My Cousin VIN

Presented by Troy Ernst - Forensic Scientist, Michigan State Police Grand Rapids Forensic Lab

Automotive paint chips were originally submitted to the lab to determine the year, make, and
model of the source vehicle. When investigators followed where the trace evidence pointed,
multiple surprises awaited them. The laboratory and investigative work was capped off by a

physical fit of the paint chip to the vehicle. This case showcases the importance of effective

communication between crime scene investigators, detectives, and forensic examiners.
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UPCOMING WEBINARS

Date & Time Topic & Presenter

. The Silver Bullet: A fatal hit-and-run involving glass and clothing, no DNA —
L, el A Troy Ernst, Michigan State Police Grand Rapids Forensic Laboratory

Talkin' Trash Bags: Garbage bag exam was vital in solving a homicide

Nov42026 -12PM ET investigation — John Vanderkolk, Indiana State Police (Ret.)

Tiny Clues, Massive Impact: How fibers, explosive residues, and fingernail

Sl LA LR evidence can help investigations— Wayne Moorehead, OC Crime Lab (Ret.)

Bridging Trace and DNA: Hair root staining transforms casework outcomes —

March 17 2027 - 12 PM ET Lindsey Admire, North Carolina State Crime Lab
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