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Dear Fellow ASTEE Members, 
 
  I am very honored to assume the role of President of ASTEE.  I hope to build upon the excellent 
work that Vincent Desiderio and Chris Taylor have done to develop the organization. We are now in 
our fourth year, have over 300 members and held our first election in the fall. Corporate support and 
sponsors have helped to establish a good financial foundation for the organization.    
  I have been a member from the beginning and it is remarkable to see the changes and 
accomplishments of ASTEE in our first three years. I especially want to thank our outgoing board 
members, our Past-President, Chris Taylor, our Treasurer, Sandy Parent and our Membership Chair, 
Amy Michaud. All of three were among the nine founding members of ASTEE and their vision and 
hard work in their roles on the board cannot be understated.  
  I also want to thank all those who have served on ASTEE committees and the JASTEE editorial board 
and especially those who have submitted articles for publication in JASTEE. Due to my new role as 
President, I will be stepping down from my role as Journal Editor and Robyn Weimer will be assuming 
that role. I'm sure she will continue to improve the journal, probably at a much greater clip than I was 
capable of doing. I greatly appreciate Robyn stepping up to the plate. 
  I believe that ASTEE provides an excellent value to our members and am committed to increase 
benefits to our members during my term. These benefits include: 

 A peer-reviewed scientific journal focused on the trace evidence discipline. 

 Our forthcoming redesigned website which we believe will evolve to become a valuable resource 
to our members. 

 Training opportunities. In 2012, ASTEE offered a cordage analysis workshop and in 2013 we are 
offering a post-mortem hair examination workshop, both free of charge to our members. In 
conjunction with the McCrone Research Institute, we are also offering a scholarship to one 
ASTEE member for free tuition to any 2013 McRI course offering. 

 In 2013 we are introducing members-only message groups in hair examination, paint 
examination, glass analysis, fiber analysis and miscellaneous trace evidence to facilitate the 
exchange of information among our membership. 

 Networking opportunities. In 2012, ASTEE hosted social events at both the AAFS meeting in 
Atlanta and the Inter-Micro meeting in Chicago. In 2013, we are planning to host events at the 
AAFS meeting in Washington D.C. and (assuming it gets funded) the NIJ Trace Evidence 
Symposium. 

I hope that you will continue to support ASTEE in our evolution by participating in these events and 

functions. Trace evidence is the most varied and thus the most interesting of the forensic disciplines. 

Our responsibility to fully understand and master the wide ranging and ever changing disciplines that 

encompass trace evidence is a difficult task that we face head on each day. It is my hope that ASTEE 

provides our membership tools that make these challenges a little more manageable. 

 

Best regards,  

Christopher Bommarito, ASTEE President 

ASTEE ASTEE   
American Society of Trace Evidence ExaminersAmerican Society of Trace Evidence Examiners  
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ASTEE Membership,  
 
I want to let everyone know I am proud to have served as your president for 2012. In this last 
year ASTEE continued to grow both in membership and financially.  In 2012 our social and 
membership drive events were a success and an ASTEE co-sponsored training event was a 
milestone for future training to benefit our membership.   By the looks of our elections there 
is an interest in being active and desire to seek leadership roles in developing ASTEE’s future.  
Your next president, Chris Bommarito, will have a strong team and foundation to build upon. I 
am confident he will lead ASTEE to great things next year. 
 
As several of you may be aware the Trace Evidence Symposium has been on again and off 
again and the latest is that it is on again and scheduled for 2013.  Several hurdles have been 
thrown at it such as the turmoil in the federal government on conference attendance and con-
tinuing fiscal issues. To assure the Trace Evidence community, the National Institute of Justice 
and its associates are strong supporters of Trace Evidence.  If and when the symposium is to 
take place ASTEE will assist in notifying the trace evidence community.  ASTEE and I are com-
mitted to partnering where we can to see how we can support this event.  The one area I will 
also promise to continue to work on is the website and members only area which has been 
more of a challenge this year than I thought.  If President Bommarito desires me to stay on the 
board as the ex-facto president I will continue to work on the transition of the website to a 
contracting company to manage our needs. 
 
I want to thank Vinny Desiderio for his guidance and the board of directors and supporting 

committee leads for putting up with my long meetings, flurry of emails from time-to-time, and 

ideas to move ASTEE forward.  I want to thank our sponsors both past and those that joined us 

this last year.  It is always great to work with wonderful people, and I sincerely mean that, and 

your support of ASTEE allows for the success of not only the society, the field of trace evi-

dence, but also the networking and continuing education of our members.  Finally, I want to 

thank our members for continuing to support and believe in trace evidence and trace material 

analysis.  Dedicated and active members are the foundation of any organization whether it’s 

your place of employment or a society such as ours.  Trace Evidence is alive and well with an 

increasing and stronger presence in forensic science and I believe this is in large part due to 

what the American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners has done in just its first three years. 

Sincere Regards,     

Chris E. Taylor,  Outgoing President, ASTEE 

Message from the Outgoing President 
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Hello ASTEE Members, 
 

  It is a nice time to reflect upon all that was accomplished in 2012, and to make our resolutions for 
what we hope to achieve in 2013. I hope that all of your New Year’s resolutions include finding time to 
contribute to ASTEE and continue to grow and improve this important organization. The past year saw a 
lot accomplished under the leadership of Chris Taylor, who presided over two very successful social 
events at the AAFS meeting in Atlanta and Inter-Micro in Chicago. This past year also marked a mile-
stone for ASTEE, as the first ASTEE-sponsored training opportunity was provided with free registration 
to ASTEE members. The class photo for this course can be found on page 7. 

   Several important awards were presented by ASTEE in 2012, including the Edmond Locard Award for 
Excellence in Trace Evidence, given to Thom Hopen, and a special award recognizing Vinny Desiderio for 
the critical role he played in founding ASTEE and leading it through its first few years. In addition to 
these very deserving individuals, we should not forget all of the time and effort put in by the ASTEE 
board of directors, who are all worthy of our gratitude. Of course ASTEE depended heavily on its gener-
ous sponsors, CRAIC Technologies, Gateway Analytical, IXRF, and Foster + Freeman, who made so many 
of our events possible. While it is nice to reflect on all that was accomplished last year, we will barely 
have time to catch our breath as 2013 looks to be a busy year with much work to be done. Already we 
are excited to announce that McCrone Research Institute, Mettler-Toledo and Leica have agreed to 
sponsor our organization in 2013, which should greatly strengthen ASTEE going forward.  

 

ASTEE Social Event in February during AAFS Annual Meeting 
 

As most of you who regularly check your email know, ASTEE will be holding a reception on Tuesday 
February 19th (during the AAFS meeting) at the National Museum of Crime and Punishment which is 
located at 575 7th St. NW in Washington, DC.  The event will begin with a museum tour from 6pm-7pm 
and then a reception from 7-9pm in which heavy appetizers and refreshments will be served.  The 
event is free to all ASTEE members. Guests who are not ASTEE members will be charged a $40 fee 
(payment via check or PayPal must be received by ASTEE on or before Friday, February 15). 
  
The museum is very close to the Gallery Place Chinatown station of the DC metro system so getting 
there from the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel is easy!  Many thanks to CRAIC Technologies for providing 
extra funding to allow us to host the event at such an appropriate venue for our group!!  Join us for 
what proves to be a fun evening of social networking with trace people from around the globe!  Space 
is limited so please RSVP to Cassandra Burke (cburke@baltimorecountymd.gov) ASAP if you would like 
to attend. We will not be able to add anyone to the event at the last minute at this particular venue, so 
please do not wait until you are in Washington to try to RSVP. 
  
If you would like to check out the link to the museum, please go to: 
http://www.crimemuseum.org/. 

(Cont. on Page 5) 

ASTEE at a Glance 

http://www.crimemuseum.org/
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ASTEE at a Glance (Cont. From Page 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASTEE Elections 2012 

 

  It is with great pleasure that we announce the 2013 ASTEE Board of Directors:  
 

President: Chris Bommarito  
President-Elect: Andrew Bowen 
Treasurer: Scott Maye  
Secretary: Sandy Koch  
Executive Secretary: Melissa Balogh 
Director: Cassandra Burke  
Director: Jenny Smith  
Director: Larry Wayne  

 
  As always, the board will be looking for motivated individuals to help move the organization forward. If 

you have any ideas on how ASTEE can serve the trace community better or you would like to get involved, 

please be sure to let any one of the individuals listed above know. For those of you interested, detailed elec-

tion results can be found on page 6. 
 
(Cont. on Page 6) 

  In addition to the social event that will coin-
cide with the AAFS Annual meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C.,  ASTEE will be offering its second 
training opportunity that week.  A workshop 
on the microscopic identification of postmor-
tem root banding of hairs will be held at the 
Smithsonian Institution on Tuesday February 
19, 2013.  This workshop will include lectures 
from forensic hair examiners and hands on 
microscopy sessions.  For further information 
or if you are interested in attending, please 
contact the education committee chair San-
dra Koch at Sandra.koch@ic.fbi.gov. 

ASTEE Training Event in February 2013 
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ASTEE at a Glance (Cont. From Page 5) 

ASTEE Elections 2012 

Office of President-Elect 
Andy Bowen 205 (98.6%) 
Write-in 3 (1.4%) 
 
WRITE-INS   
Cheryl Lozen 1 (0.5%) 
Jeff Dake 1 (0.5%) 
Mark Ahonen 1 (0.5%) 

 

Office of Treasurer 
M. Scott Maye 210 (99.5%) 
Write-in 1 (0.5%) 
 
WRITE-INS   
Sandy Parent 1 (0.5%) 

 

Office of Director 
J. Graham Rankin 22 (10.6%) 
Katherine Igowsky 68 (32.7%) 
Larry Wayne 82 (39.4%) 
Sandra Hartsock 36 (17.3%) 
Write-in 0 (0.0%) 
 

 

JASTEE Update 
 

  Now that Chris Bommarito will be taking on all of the responsibilities associated with being 
President of ASTEE, he is passing the JASTEE Editor torch to a very capable Robyn Weimer. As 
with most journals, JASTEE is always on the lookout for high quality contributions. If you have 
been sitting on a great idea for a paper, or if you presented at one of the past few trace evi-
dence symposia but have never written up your paper for publication, now is the time to act. 
Everyone benefits when these papers are published and shared with the broader community. 
We have big plans for JASTEE, but we cannot do it alone, so get writing, and contact Robyn if 
you have any questions at Robyn.Weimer@dfs.virginia.gov.  

  

(Cont. on Page 7) 
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ASTEE at a Glance (Cont. From Page 6) 

ASTEE 2013 Awards 
 

  It is that time of year again, so we are looking for deserving individuals to be nominated for the Ed-
mond Locard Award for Excellence in Trace Evidence, as well as for our $250 ASTEE Scholarship. If there 
is someone you know who has had a large impact on you and others in the trace evidence field by shar-
ing their time, knowledge, and expertise, please consider nominating them for the Locard Award. See 
page 17 for details of the award. If you know of a student who has excelled in their studies and who is 
an aspiring trace evidence examiner, please consider nominating them for the scholarship award. De-
tails are on page 16. 

 
ASTEE Website 
 

  Big changes are coming to the ASTEE website in the near future. Chris Taylor has put quite a bit of ef-
fort into the website in the recent past, and his hard work will finally be revealed when the revamped 
www.astreetrace.org goes live. We realize that the website has not met its potential recently, but the 
new arrangement we have should change that. We anticipate that our website content will become a 
very useful resource for members and non-members alike, so please check our website often in the 
near future to see all of the progress and provide us with feedback if you have something to suggest.  

 

Cordage Workshop September 2012 

 

ASTEE sponsored its 
first training workshop 
that was offered free to 
ASTEE members this 
past September. The 
inaugural class photo is 
shown here. It is our 
intent to continue to 
offer similar opportuni-
ties to ASTEE members 
in the coming years.  

 

 

 

 (Cont. on Page 8) 
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ASTEE at a Glance (Cont. From Page 7) 

ASTEE 2013 Committees 
 

  For the past several years many people have been working behind the scenes to further the cause of 
ASTEE on the various committees that have been put together to run much of the day to day business 
of the organization. We thought it would be good to share the names of all of the committee mem-
bers with the rest of the membership. The names are below, with an asterix denoting the chair of 
each committee.  

Audit: 
Andy Bowen* 
Meggan King 
Jenny Smith 
 
Awards: 
Michelle Palmer*  
Darrell Hall  
Chad Schennum 
Robyn Weimer 
 
Bylaws: 
Chris Taylor* 
Rhonda Banks 
Cassandra Burke 
Kim Mooney 
 
 

Communications: 
Jeff Dake* 
Jenny Smith 

 
Education: 
Sandra Koch* 
Jeremy Morris 
Sarah Walbridge-Jones 
 
Membership: 
Larry Wayne* 
Lisa Schwenk 
 
Nominating: 
Melissa Balogh* 
Vincent Desiderio 
David Green 
Glenn Schubert 
Chris Taylor 
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Some Thoughts on the Locard Exchange Principle 
Andy Bowen 
 
The opinions below are solely those of Andy Bowen, and do not reflect the views of ASTEE . 
 
When I was first introduced to trace evidence in graduate school, I was learned about the Locard Exchange Princi-
ple. I recently dug up my notes, and the handout I have from my introduction to forensic science class shows Ed-
mond Locard’s famous photograph in front of a bookshelf, with the following text “The Locard Exchange Princi-
ple: Objects or entities that come into contact with one another will mutually exchange some matter.” My per-
sonal notes next to this slide include “the basis of trace evidence”. I have since encountered this principle innu-
merable times, both in forensic science-related textbooks and in peer-reviewed articles in scientific journals. I 
grabbed a few books off of the shelf in my office, and the first three that included the Locard Exchange Principle 
had the following phrases: 
 
“The Locard exchange principle, as it is now usually called, states that any time there is contact between two sur-
faces, there will be a mutual exchange of matter across the contact boundary.” (De Forest et al. 1983) 
 
“Locard’s Exchange Principle states that any time two or more surfaces come in contact with each other, there is 
a mutual exchange of trace matter between the two surfaces.” (Ladd & Lee 2005) 
 
“One of the most important principles in forensic science, the exchange principle, was first formulated by Ed-
mond Locard in 1928. This principle states that whenever two objects come into contact, there is always a trans-
fer of material. In some cases, the amount of material transferred may be so small as not to be detectable or 
identifiable by available instrumentation. Also, the rate of loss of some material after transfer may be so great as 
to preclude detection a short time subsequent to transfer. The important point, however, is that a transfer of 
material invariably occurs.” (Gaudette 1988) 
 
I trust that all of this is quite familiar to the readers of this newsletter, who have undoubtedly encountered simi-
lar versions throughout their careers. I am writing this editorial because, at some point, these and many other 
variations of this principle began to bother me. I believe this happened shortly after the release of the NAS re-
port, at a time when the science behind many traditional forensic disciplines was being challenged. Prior to de-
tailing my concerns with the Locard Exchange Principle as written in the above examples, I think it would be use-
ful to briefly discuss some of the history surrounding the Locard Exchange Principle. 
 
Those ASTEE members who were fortunate enough to attend the Inter-Micro 2012 conference were treated to 
an excellent and detailed presentation on the history behind this principle by Dr. Patrick Buzzini of West Virginia 
University (Buzzini 2012). A decent treatment can also be found in a book by Dr. Kenneth Pye (2007), who spends 
several pages addressing the subject. The majority of the publications I have encountered that refer to the Locard 
Exchange Principle cite his 1928 article in Police Journal, or his series of three articles in the American Journal of 
Police Science in 1930.  I must admit that I have not read the former, although Pye and Buzzini both suggest that 
there is no wording in the article that closely resembles “every contact leaves a trace”. The latter three articles 
primarily discuss the various types of particles that can be encountered in dust samples and their value in foren-
sic investigations. Nowhere in these three articles is there any statement similar to “every contact leaves a trace”. 
The closest thing that I found in the 1930 articles is the following passage “…one is astonished that it has been 
necessary to wait until this late day for so simple an idea to be applied as the collecting, in the dust of garments, 
of the evidence of the objects rubbed against, and the contacts which a suspected person may have undergone. 
For the microscopic debris that cover our clothes and bodies are the mute witnesses, sure and faithful, of all our 
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movements and of all our encounters”. These publications articulated an extremely important concept, namely 
that tiny particles (now called trace evidence) could be examined and used to provide evidence of prior contact 
between people, places, and objects. This is indeed the basis for modern trace evidence, and Edmond Locard 
rightfully deserves credit for his important contribution. I agree wholeheartedly with the writings of Locard. How-
ever, it seems to me that the contributions of Locard are not accurately conveyed by the Locard Exchange Princi-
ple as written in many contemporary forensic science textbooks and articles. 
 
It is my opinion that trace evidence examiners (and indeed all forensic scientists) should be careful about how 
they phrase this principle when in a professional setting. The statement: “whenever two objects come into con-
tact there is a mutual exchange of material” seems to me to be a precarious one. Absolute statements like this 
are dangerous for a very simple reason: it takes only one counterexample to render the statement false. An abso-
lute statement like this should be made only if overwhelming evidence exists that it is true. What scientific evi-
dence do we have that there is ALWAYS a mutual exchange of material when two items come into contact? Have 
any studies been conducted test this hypothesis? It seems to me likely that in some types of contact, any ex-
change of material that takes place is likely to go in only one direction, and is therefore not a mutual exchange. I 
would expect this whenever a hard, non-reactive solid comes into contact with a soft, reactive material. A knife 
being dipped into mustard would be one such example (I owe this example to Dr. David Stoney). I can also envi-
sion scenarios in which no exchange is likely to take place. If two solid crystalline materials, both with high hard-
ness values (such as diamond and corundum), are brought into contact, I would personally expect no exchange of 
material whatsoever to take place. I have no evidence to support my hypothesis, but I expect that anyone who 
disagrees with me has as little evidence as I do to support their position. Since neither position is well-supported 
by evidence (at least that I know of), I would suggest caution in the phrasing used by people with either opinion. 
 
I suspect that a little bit of insecurity about the absolute nature of the statement led to some of the qualifiers we 
occasionally find attached to the exchange principle, such as in the Gaudette chapter cited above. Specifically, he 
writes: “In some cases, the amount of material transferred may be so small as not to be detectable or identifiable 
by available instrumentation… The important point, however, is that a transfer of material invariably occurs.” A 
qualifying statement like this may provide a simple explanation for a lack of transfer evidence in a specific case, to 
a defense attorney, for example, but it does not appear to me to be based on any scientific evidence. What evi-
dence could possibly exist that undetected transfers in fact took place? They are by their very nature undetected, 
and therefore proof of their existence is lacking. I would argue that when no evidence of a transfer is detected 
after two items come into contact, we do not know if any transfer took place. It is possible that there was a trans-
fer that we cannot detect, or it is possible that there was no transfer. We have no way of distinguishing between 
these two alternate hypotheses without further experimentation. 
 
I am not alone in expressing some reservations about a literal interpretation of this principle. Dr. Kenneth Pye 
writes the following in his textbook on forensic geology: “the ‘contact exchange principle’ attributed to Locard is 
best regarded as a theoretical construct rather than a practical reality. There are many instances where contact 
takes place between two objects, but there is either no transfer of material between the two, or the traces are far 
too indistinct or short-lived to be of practical use in forensic examination…”  I have also had personal communica-
tions with a number of trace evidence examiners who feel the same way. 
 
If in fact the Locard Exchange Principle as written at the outset of this editorial is false, would it be a blow to the 
field of trace evidence, given that this principle is often described as the basis for our field? I personally do not 
think it would have any impact whatsoever. If anything, I would argue that the fact that some types of contact do 
not result in transferred material would make it even more significant when evidence of such transfer is detected 
(this might be evidence of a forceful contact, for example). In any given case being examined, what matters is that 
there is the possibility for a transfer of material to have occurred in that specific case, and that we have the ability 
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as trace evidence examiners to detect, recover, examine, and interpret the significance of this material. We have 
overwhelming scientific evidence to support this claim for a wide variety of common types of evidence. Transfer 
and persistence studies abound in the forensic science literature, including specific articles related to transfer, 
persistence, and detection of hairs, fibers, glass, soil, and more (Brewster 1985; Gaudette & Tessarolo 1987; 
Grieve & Biermann 1997; Hicks et al. 1996; Pounds & Smalldon 1975a; Pounds & Smalldon 1975b; Roux et al. 
1996). These articles demonstrate that when two items come into contact, small particles and fibers can be trans-
ferred between them, and sometimes the transfer goes in both directions. These studies further demonstrate 
that these transferred materials can persist, often for significant periods of time, and that the methods of the fo-
rensic scientist enable the detection, recovery, and analysis of these transferred materials in favorable circum-
stances. This is a solid scientific foundation based on peer-reviewed scientific research, and it is more than suffi-
cient to explain the significance of trace evidence recovered in any particular case. 
 
I would argue that the published literature strongly supports the following version of the exchange principle (or 
some variation thereof): when two items come into contact, it is possible that materials will be exchanged be-
tween the items. In some cases we can detect evidence of this exchange of materials, providing support for the 
hypothesis that contact did take place. Perhaps most forensic scientists already think of Locard’s principle this 
way, and I am unusual in interpreting the principle in a literal manner. If this is the case, perhaps we should all 
start writing what we mean more precisely in the new, post-NAS Report world to avoid any unnecessary criticisms 
by scientists and non-scientists outside our field (and to avoid confusing people like myself). For those of you who 
believe in a literal interpretation of Locard’s principle as stated in my first paragraph, then I would suggest the 
publications currently being cited as references for this principle are insufficient by themselves. The statement 
that every contact involves a mutual exchange of materials requires more evidence to support it than several arti-
cles from 1928-1930 that do not even make this claim. Perhaps there is some evidence to support this hypothesis 
in the literature of other disciplines (physics, material science, etc.). If so, we would all be better off if these refer-
ences could be widely distributed within our community and cited as evidence of this principle. If no such evi-
dence exists, I think we are left with two options. The first would be to embark on research designed to test the 
exchange principle and (presuming it is true) become the source to be cited for all future articles claiming that 
every contact leaves a trace. Or, absent new research, we can settle for a more cautious statement similar to the 
one at the top of this paragraph (one that is already well-supported by existing evidence, at least in my opinion). 
 
Please don’t get me wrong - I don’t advocate changing the motto of ASTEE to “some contacts leave a trace”. We 
can cut ourselves some slack when we use language colloquially, and I am quite fond of the ASTEE logo just the 
way it is. However, when providing testimony in a court of law, writing materials destined for publication, or giv-
ing presentations at professional meetings, we should be very precise in our choice of language, and strive to en-
sure that every statement we make is well supported by scientific evidence. 
 
Whether you agree with my opinions or not, I hope that I have made you think a little bit more about Locard’s 
Exchange Principle, since it is often invoked as the foundation of trace evidence. It is probably fair to argue that I 
am being a little bit picky (it is one of my faults). However, this is not a random sentence I plucked from an ob-
scure article; it is found in the introductory paragraph of countless books, chapters and articles on trace evidence, 
and often described as the foundation of our discipline. I hope we can all at least agree that it is important that 
the things we say and the things we write are factually correct, especially things that we assert to be at the heart 
of our discipline. If this is in fact important, then we need to choose our words carefully to ensure that what we 
say and write can stand up to scientific scrutiny. If any reader has a comment or criticism to share, please feel 
free to send me a letter to the editor (andybowenva@hotmail.com). I have already had some spirited debates on 
this topic with colleagues whom I greatly respect, so I expect some differences of opinion to exist. If they do, I will 
be happy to include any such letters in the next newsletter, along with a response if appropriate. 
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American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners  

Scholarship Award 
 

Criteria:  This scholarship of $250 is to be presented to a student who has demon-

strated academic excellence in the field of Forensic Science, with an emphasis in Trace 

Evidence. 

 

Eligibility Requirements:  Applicants must be currently enrolled as an undergraduate 

or graduate student in a Forensic Science or related science program with plans on 

pursuing work in the Trace Evidence field.  Applicants must demonstrate excellence in 

his/her academic program. 

 

Application Requirements:  Applicants will submit an essay of no more than 1000 

words in which they detail their personal goals in regard to Trace Evidence, their 

achievements, and why they feel they should be considered for this award.  Applicants 

will provide an official school transcript which must include semester grades for the 

most recent completed semester.  Applicants will submit a letter of recommendation 

from a professor in the applicant’s curriculum accompanied by the Scholarship Recom-

mendation form.  Applicants will submit a completed Scholarship Applicant form. 

 

All required materials must be received no later than midnight on March 31, 2013.  Ap-

plicants may e-mail all materials except the official school transcript.  The school tran-

script must be an original mailed by the school or the applicant.  Scans or photocopies 

will not be accepted. 

 

Interested candidates should submit all required materials to: 

 
Michelle Palmer 

Virginia Department of Forensic Science 

6600 Northside High School Road 

Roanoke, VA  24019 

Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Palmer at (540) 283-5937 or via e-

mail. 

mailto:Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov
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The Edmond Locard Award for Excellence in Trace Evidence 

 
 
Criteria:  This award is to be presented to an individual who has demonstrated excellence in the field of Trace Evi-

dence.  This award will be determined by nomination.  Nominee must be a member of ASTEE and have a minimum of 

ten years in Trace Evidence.  Nominee will have made a major contribution to the field of Trace Evidence.  This could 

include teaching or training, presented or published research, or innovations in techniques, methods or instrumenta-

tion in the Trace Evidence field. 

 

Give a summary of the nominee’s background and the reason(s) for the nomination: 

(Attach additional sheets if necessary) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Address: 

 

Work Phone: (          ) 

 
All nominations must be received by the Awards Committee for review no later than midnight on March 31, 2013.  

The recommendations of the Awards Committee will then be forwarded to the ASTEE Board of Directors, who will 

determine the final choice for the award recipient. 

 

Please mail or e-mail nomination to:    Michelle Palmer 

      Virginia Department of Forensic Science 

      6600 Northside High School Road 

      Roanoke, VA  24019 

      Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Palmer at (540) 283-5937 

mailto:Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov


Page 20 January 2013 

 

 
 

American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners  

Scholarship Applicant Form   
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School Residence Address: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    
Home Address: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
School Phone Number: _________________________ Home Phone Number: _________________________ 
 
Alternate Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
College attended: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Degree program: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Current Year: ________________________ 
 
Please indicate which address and phone number is the best one for contacting you. 
 
Application Requirements: 
 

 Scholarship Applicant Form 
 Scholarship Recommendation Form 
 Official School Transcript, including grades for the most recent completed semester (mailed) 
 Essay detailing personal goals with regards to Trace Evidence, achievements, and reasons for award con-

sideration (limit 1000 words) 
 
Interested candidates should submit all required materials to: 
 

Michelle Palmer 
Virginia Department of Forensic Science 
6600 Northside High School Road 
Roanoke, VA  24019 
Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov 
(540) 283-5937 

mailto:Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov
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American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners  
Scholarship Recommendation Form 

 

Candidate Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Affiliation to Candidate: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Professor Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Title of Recommender: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
College/Institution: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Number: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please include the following information when submitting the recommendation for the candidate:  
Candidate’s knowledge of the subject matter, ability to work with others, communication skills, reli-
ability, attitude, integrity, motivation, maturity, and how relevant the candidate’s course of study is 
to the field of Trace Evidence.  Please feel free to add any additional information regarding this candi-
date that you feel would be helpful. 
 
Please mail, e-mail or have the candidate submit this form and the letter of recommendation to: 
 
Michelle Palmer 
Virginia Department of Forensic Science 
6600 Northside High School Road 
Roanoke, VA  24019 
Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Palmer at (540) 283-5937 or via e-mail. 

mailto:Michelle.Palmer@dfs.virginia.gov
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Dear ASTEE member, 
 
Please remit the sum of $20.00 to ASTEE in payment of your member-
ship dues for the 2013 calendar year by March 31, 2013.  Please add a 
$5.00 late fee for payment received after March 31, 2013.  U.S. mem-
bers remit checks and non-U.S. members remit International Money Or-
ders payable to ASTEE. 
 

Please send your payment to : 
 

Scott Maye—ASTEE Treasurer 

Virginia Department of Forensic Science 
700 North 5th Street 

Richmond, Virginia 23219 

 
If you prefer to use our online option, you can pay through the 
asteetrace@gmail.com account on PayPal.  If you choose this option, 
please email a copy of this form to scott.maye@dfs.virginia.gov or fax 
the form to 804-786-6305 once your payment is submitted.   
 

 
Please complete the following information and mail with your payment: 
 

Name            ________________________________________  
 
Membership #  ________________________________________ 

 
Title    ________________________________________ 
 

Address  ________________________________________ 
 
            ________________________________________ 

 
Phone  #  _____________________  Fax #  _____________________ 

 
Email       _________________________________________________ 
 
 

       Please check if any of the above information has changed 
 
 

       Please check if you prefer not  to have your contact  
              information published in the ASTEE membership directory 
      

 
If you have any inquires concerning your membership dues, please con-
tact Scott Maye at scott.maye@dfs.virginia.gov or 804-588-4168. 

Board of Directors 
 

Chris Bommarito 
President 

 
Andy Bowen 

President-Elect 
 

Scott Maye 
Treasurer 

 
Sandy Koch 
Secretary 

 
Cassandra Burke 

Director 
 

Larry Wayne 
Director 

 
Jenny Smith 

Director 
 

Melissa Balogh 
Executive 
Secretary 
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