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Bridging the Gap —   

From Crime Scene to Courtroom

M E E T  T H E  S P E A K E R
WED · SEPT 16, 2026 · 12 PM EDT and

WED · SEPT 30, 2026

Case Study #1: My Cousin VIN (Sep 16)
Case Study #2: The Silver Bullet (Sep 30)
Troy Ernst  ·  Forensic Scientist

 Michigan State Police Grand Rapids Forensic Lab

Troy Ernst is a Forensic Scientist in the Trace Evidence Unit at the Michigan 

State Police Grand Rapids Forensic Laboratory. He earned a chemistry 
undergraduate degree and a master’s degree in Criminal Justice with a 
specialization in Forensic Science, both from Michigan State University. Troy 

has been employed with the Michigan State Police for 27 years, with 
casework involving glass, paint, fibers, fire debris, tape, chemical unknowns, 
and miscellaneous materials. He is a fellow of AAFS, a member of MAFS, a 

distinguished member of ASTEE, and an affiliate of OSAC (Trace Materials). 
Troy has co-authored nine peer-reviewed publications, has provided 
practical workshops for glass evidence and XRF, and has given presentations 

on a variety of trace evidence disciplines, including glass, fibers, fire debris, 
and ceramic frits.
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